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Her first written comment on the Silesian campaign
on record in the Vienna Archives is dated February 4,
1741. This brief note, addressed to a Colonel Roth who
was in command of the Fortress of Neisse, shows that
already she had no scruples about communicating direct
with her officers of inferior rank. She ignored formality
of precedence when necessity arose.

Her note to Colonel Roth indicates that apart from
understanding Neipperg's error in judgment, she had
also grasped the fundamental weakness in the Austrian
temperament, that dilatoriness which has always
hampered Austria's public life and had particularly
disastrous efiects in her military operations.

** I well understand/1 Maria Theresa wrote to Colonel
Roth at this time, " that everything we do is done too
slowly. Our slowness will always be our destruction,
we never seem in a hurry to perform the tasks which
are obviously most necessary."

Many of Maria Theresa's elder advisers were deeply
shocked that she should be taking such an active interest
in military affairs, in the Silesian campaign. It was
difficult enough for these old men to become accustomed
to the unprecedented fact that this woman's place was
at a conference table, or in a throne-room, but they
were convinced that she should not interfere in military
affairs. They would have been horrified had they
known that she once wrote: " No one would have pre-
vented me from joining my armies myself, had I not
continuously been pregnant/' Her fourth child was to
be born very soon, and her aged and short-sighted
counsellors considered this event more important than
the Wax* The Empress, they were convinced, should
not upset herself about military operations, when her
child might be the longed-for male heir.